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Overview
The  CELF-5A&NZ Screening Test is a quick and accurate 
assessment that: 

 • Identifies those students who may be at risk  
of a oral and/or social language disorder  

 • Provides updated test content and visuals which 
reflects the current learning environment of today  

 • Has updated national norms to reflect changes in 
the Australian & New Zealand census population

The CELF-5A&NZ Screening Test helps you quickly determine if a student needs 
further testing to identify a language disorder. The assessment is designed 
to help you screen morphology (grammar), syntax (sentence construction),  

semantics (vocabulary) and pragmatics (social) skills.

Appropriate for students aged 5 through to 21 years old, this tool is the  
only standardised screening measure available for older school-aged students!

A quick screening test to help you 
determine language difficulties for students

Need more information? 
www.pearsonclinical.com.au/celf5Screener

Features & Benefits
 • Easy to administer – test and scoring takes 

only 15 minutes

 • Engaging – uses illustrations and colours to 
keep students engaged

 • Easy follow up – Speech Pathologists are 
provided with additional objective evidence 
for further follow-up

 • Cost-effective – universal screening for  
children from age 5 to young adults aged 21
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What’s the  
difference between 
the CELF-4 Screening 
Test, Australian  
& New Zealand 
Language Adapted 
Edition and the 
CELF-5A&NZ 
Screening Test?

Everything you 
need to know
The latest edition was developed in collaboration with 
clinical and research experts at the forefront of clinical 
education in Schools.

The CELF-5A&NZ Screening Test is a globally recognised 
Gold Standard screening tool which enables you  
to accurately identify children and adolescents –  
aged 5 to 21 – who may be experiencing language 
difficulties, within 10–15 minutes.

Teachers are ideally positioned to identify those  
children who are simply not progressing in the  
classroom. Early identification and intervention for 
children with oral and/or social language difficulties 
is essential as these have an impact on academic 
achievement.

CELF-5A&NZ screener allows you to:

 • Use an early identification tool preferred  
by speech pathologists globally

 • Pinpoint language difficulties

 • Connect with the local speech pathologist for  
referrals and support for your School

What’s new in the CELF-5A&NZ  
Screening Test?
It’s been over a decade since Pearson Clinical released 
the CELF-4 Screening Test and you can expect many 
exciting and beneficial updates – from changes to  
testing, new ways to score students, to refreshed  
images, and updated normative data based on the 
latest Australian and New Zealand census.

Aligned to trends of current practice  
Increased diagnosis of autism spectrum disorders and 
the increased focus on social language skills in the 
classroom and the transition that is being made more 
and more to Response to Intervention (RTI) - working 
with teachers, psychologists, and other specialists to 
support students who are having difficulty meeting 
curriculum objectives. 

The new tests on CELF-5A&NZ mirror these trends and 
now includes a pragmatics screening section.

Improved user friendliness
You’ll find streamlined instructions, an updated  
record form, restructured testing and scoring to 
reduce administration time; helping you quickly and 
accurately identify those children who are at risk of  
a language disorder. 

Refreshed images and language
Students’ language and social skills today vastly  
differ to the norms since the last CELF-4 edition was 
published over a decade ago; images and language 
used across CELF-5A&NZ Screener more accurately  
reflect the student’s’ learning environment today.

Updated normative data
Demographic information and population changes 
from the latest Australian and New Zealand census  
are now reflected in our normative data for more 
accurate scoring.  

If you are still using CELF-4 Screener, 
why is it important to upgrade  
this year?
There is a grace period of 18 months from the  
release date, October 2017, before CELF-4 Screener  
is officially superseded (March 2019). 

Speech-Language Pathologists recommend that 
Teachers upgrade to CELF-5A&NZ Screener to take  
advantage of the updated research, streamlined  
assessment, reduced administration and scoring time. 
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