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The Language Adaptation Process

• Prior to data collection, language and stimulus content 
found in the U.S. edition of the WIAT-III that was not 
culturally appropriate for the ANZ edition was adapted.

• Eight independent expert reviewers from across 
Australia and New Zealand reviewed the WIAT-III.
• Reviewers were registered psychologists working in senior 

positions within schools, academia and private practice. 

• Reviewers with experience working with indigenous groups from 
Australia and New Zealand were included.

• 245 Examiners participated in the WIAT-III A&NZ 
standardisation data collection

The Standardisation Process

Local norms were collected based on census-matched samples of students. 
Children from each age group and the 14 different s chool year levels were 
assessed.

A total of 1132 children were administered the WIAT  3 ANZ to make up the 
three norm samples based on 

1. Age (4:0-19:11)
2. Term 1-2 norms
3. Term 3-4 norms

Norms for 4 yrs to 13 yrs were broken down into 4-mon th intervals

When testing adults (age 20+), the US norms are use d in ANZ.

•

The Normative Samples 

• Australian schooling levels were 
classified according to the Australian 
Curriculum, Assessment and 
Reporting Authority. For New Zealand 
participants, the Ministry of Education, 
New Zealand Curriculum was used to 
classify the schooling levels. 

• * Please note, Foundation refers to 
the student’s first year of formal 
education - also referred to as 
Kindergarten in ACT and NSW; 
Preparatory in QLD, TAS and VIC; 
Pre-Primary in WA; Transition in NT; 
and Reception in SA.

�(���	���� �������	���
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The Normative Sample (continued)

' Recruitment of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander and New Zealand 

M� ori children was in line with the general Australian and New Zealand 
population. 

' 5% of the Australian sample consisted of students identified as 
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander

' 23% of the New Zealand sample consisted of students identified as 

New Zealand M� ori  

The Normative Samples (continued)

• To ensure that the Australian and New Zealand norms 
were based on the full range of abilities within the 
population, 42 children with an intellectual disability 
(FSIQ = 40 - 70) and 42 children identified as 
intellectually gifted (FSIQ �  130) were included in the 
Australian and New Zealand sample

• This ensured that approximately 2% of cases performed 
at the intellectual disability level and 2% performed at 
the gifted level.  
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Reliability

• Internal Consistency

• Reliability coefficients range from good (.83-.89) to excellent (.90-.98), with the exception of 
Alphabet Writing Fluency, which has an average reliability of .69. 

• These reliabilities are similar to those reported for the US normative sample.

• Test-Retest Stability

• The evidence of test-retest stability for subtest and composite scores was obtained by 
administering the WIAT–III twice. This study was completed as part of the U.S. standardisation 
and demonstrated that the WIAT–III subtest and composite scores possess adequate stability 
across time.

Evidence of Validity

Correlations with the WIAT-II Australian
• The WIAT-IIIA&NZ and the WIAT-II Australian were administered to 50 

students in years AU PS-12 / NZ 0-13, with a testing interval between 
4 and 42 days, and a mean testing interval of 25 days.

• The mean WIAT-II Australian composite scores were generally higher 
than their corresponding WIAT-IIIA&NZ scores. 

• The mean composite score differences between the WIAT-IIIA&NZ and 
WIAT-II Australian were in the direction and at the magnitude 
expected given the combined impact of the Flynn effect (Flynn, 2007) 
and practice effects resulting from the study design. 

• The corrected correlation coefficients of composite scores for the two 
instruments ranged from .74 (Written Expression-Written Language) to 
.92 (Total Achievement-Total). 

Evidence of Validity (continued)

Correlations with the WISC-V A&NZ

• The WIAT-IIIA&NZ and the WISC-V A&NZ were administered to 403 children aged 
6–16 yrs.

• Correlation between the WISC V FSIQ and WIAT III To tal Achievement score 
is moderate to high. 

• Among the primary index scores, VCI is most strongl y related to Total 
Achievement, followed by WMI. 

• Simple difference and predictive difference tables are available for 
conducting formal ability-achievement discrepancy a nalysis. These tables 
are available in the WIAT III ANZ Scoring and Norma tive Manual, as well as 
in Q Global and Q Interactive digital scoring. 

• Linking tables are also available for WIAT III ANZ to WPPSI IV ANZ ability to 
achievement discrepancy analysis. 

�� � ������	
���������� � ����������

�� � ������	
���������� � ����������

Special Clinical Group Studies

• Children Identified as Intellectually Gifted 
• Children with Mild or Moderate Intellectual Disabil ity
• Children with Specific Learning Disorder—Reading 

and/or Written Expression
• Children with Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disor der 
• Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder With 

Accompanying Language Impairment 
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